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to Britain. English scholarship did service
to the future by the art of copying, and so
preserving, ancient documents, an art that
has never reached higher levels than in some
English MSS., notably the Codex Amiatinus
of the Bible now preserved at Florence, the
noblest though not the most ornate of Latin
manuscripts. English scholars also popular-
ized the knowledge of the age, scientific,
literary, historical, as well as theological,
and diffused it through Western Europe.
The greatest of all was Alcuin, the master of
schools for Charles the Great. Englishmen
also in the same period, the century or there-
abouts that followed the death of Theodore
in 690, did imperishable service in the con-
version of Western Germany by Boniface and
Willehad, the first from Devonshire, the second
from Northumbria. Boniface was the greater,
for his converts were voluntary and he
suffered martyrdom (755); Willehad preached
to Saxons who were forced to listen and to
accept baptism by their conqueror, Charles
the Great. The great sees of Mainz and
Bremen owe their origin to these Englishmen,
and many of their countrymen shared their
labours.

This second exertion of Roman influence
carried the work of St. Augustine to a higher